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MEDIA RELEASE
May 12, 1988
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PROFESSOR W INS 
U M 'S D IS T IN G U IS H E D  TEACHING AWARD
M ISSOULA —
Gerald A. Fetz, professor of foreign languages and 
literatures at the University of Montana, has won this year's 
Distinguished Teaching Award.
Nominated by his department and chosen for the award by the 
Faculty Development Committee, he received $1,000 and will be 
honored at the UM President's honors banquet May 31.
Each department may nominate one faculty member for the 
award, which is funded by the UM Foundation's Excellence Fund. 
Fetz' nomination was supported by numerous letters from current 
and former students and colleagues.
Since coming to UM in 1970, Fetz has taught courses in 
German language, literature and culture, humanities, criticism of 
English literature and literature as history. His humanities 
seminar for high school teachers last summer was one of three 
such programs funded by the Montana Committee for the Humanities.
"If there is one aspect of Jerry's consistently excellent 
student evaluations that commands my utmost awe and respect, it 
is this ability to inspire students to achieve their personal 
best," Dennis McCormick, chairman of the Department of Foreign 
Languages, wrote in his letter nominating Fetz.
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To support Fetz' nomination, Horst Jarka, professor of 
foreign languages and literature, wrote: "I cannot recollect any
other colleague who has been as successful and effective as a 
teacher as Jerry has been: I have taught many of Jerry's
students, and I have talked to many of those who had been in his 
classes, and they all were unanimous in their praise."
Fetz' students wrote that he inspired the whole class to 
participate in discussions, promoted a stimulating but not 
competitive class atmosphere and advised students with 
thoughtfulness and understanding.
In addition to teaching, Fetz was chairman of UM's 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures from 1977 to 
1982, directed UM's Study Abroad Program in Vienna, Austria, for 
spring quarters 1975, 1977 and 1986 and was chair of UM's 
Research Advisory Council from 1981 to 1982. He has served as 
chairman of UM's Faculty Senate since December 1987. In 1986 he 
received UM's Merit Award for Outstanding Teaching, Research and 
Service.
Fetz was elected to the Montana Committee for the 
Humanities, for which he was chairman 1980-1981. He also has 
been a member of various associations for teachers of German, and 
was elected to the National Executive Council for 1986-88 by the 
American Association of Teachers of German.
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